[The oxytocinergic neurosecretory system in genetically selected rats differing by their emotionality. Morphometric research].
The rats selectively bred for rapid (KHA) and slow (KLA) acquisition of the avoidance response were subjected to inescapable shock (IS). Synthesis and secretion of oxytocin (OT) were higher in intact KLA rats as compared to KHA ones. Preliminary exposure to IS resulted in opposite changes of the OT synthesis and secretion. The findings suggest a dependence of the stress-reactivity of the OT-ergic system on the copying of the behaviour strategy.